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PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


1.  DATE 

2.  LOCATION 

17  December  1956 

Itazuke  AB.  Japan 

3.  DATE*TIME  GROUP 

4.  TYPE  OP  OBSERVATIOI 

i 

Local  ^ 

P Groond-i  Vi  ftual 

O Ground* Radar 

GMT  17/0620Z 

XXAj  r*  VI  lu  ol 

XXAir-Intorcopt  Radar 

S.  PHOTOS 

6.  SOURCE 

O Y«t 

J9Xlo 

Military  Air 

_ ] 

7.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATION 

B.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS 

9.  COURSE 

Visual  3-4  minutes 

Radar  7-8  minutes 

one 

" - - 

10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OP  SISHTINO 

UFO  observed  as  blip  on  radar  of 
lead  plane  not  visuble  on  radar  or 
visually  by  trailing  plane  6 miles 
behind.  Plane  under  GCA  control  & 
object  could  not  be  picked  up  by 
ground  radar.  Object  vs  observed  vis 
was  tan  color^  flat  on  bottom,  round 
on  top. 


11.  COMMENTS 


12.  CONCLUSIONS 

^X^dl^illoon 

u Probably  Bollooh 

□ Poiti  bly  Botloon 

□ Wo*  Aircraft 

□ Probably  Aircroft 

□ Pofsibty  Aircroft 

O Wo*  Aitronomicol 

□ Probobly  Astranomicol 
O pDiiibly  Astrorrefnieol 


adar : 

xymhsrspur iQua  rerun 
P Insufficiont  Dato  for  Evotootlon 
D Uriknown 


Radar  sighting  evaluated  as 
spurious  return  or  false  target 
since  obj  could  not  be  picked  up 
on  other  radars  in  area.  Visual 
obsvation  evaluated  as  WX  balloo: 
ally 
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01 
02 


ON  •••••«•  DECEMBER*  TWO  USAF  JET  PILOTS  WERE"  PRACTICING  GROUND  RADAR 
POS ITIONED  INTERCEPTS  ON  EACH  OTHER  IN  THE  VICINITY 


DURING  ONE  RUN*  THE  INTERCEPTING  PILOT  PICKED  UP  A STRANGE  RADAR  BLIP  FROM  Q3 
.flj^-NKNQWN  OBJECT  IN  THE  SKY*  FROM  THE  BLIP-S  SIZE  — ONE-EIGHTH  OF  AN  INCH  04 

HIGH  AND  three-eights  OF  AN  INCH  WIDE  — THE  UFO  WAS  ESTIMATED  AT  LEAST  AS HoS 

■LARGE  As  A B-29  FOUR— ENGINE  BOMBER^  RADAR  SHOWED  IT  TO  BE  TWENTY  MILES  AWAY  * 06 
30  DEGREES  TO  THE  PILOT-S  LEFT.  — ^ 

PILOT  CALLED  THE  GCI tGR0UND_C0NTR0L  INTERCEPT)  SITE  ••••••  RECEIVED  nn 


RERMI  S£  ION  .TO  DETERMI  NE  ,THE  NATURE  .OF  THE'.SOURCE  QF  THE_.RADAR  RETURN*  ; 09 

AS  HE  HEADED  TOWARD  THE  UFO#  THE  JET-S  INSTRUMENTS  SHOWED  HE  WAS  CLOSING  AT  10 

A_:SPEED-OF_.SJJ<_.T.O.  SEYEN..HUNDRED.  KNOTS*  . . (APPROX I MATELY._720  _T0  .840  MPN*  ) Aj 1 1. 

EIGHT  MILES*  A ROUND  OBJECT  APPEARED  EXACTLY . WHERE  RADAR  SHOWED  IT*  LATER  12 
CALCULATIONS  INDICATED  IT  WAS  AT  L EAST  _2_0P  FEET  IN  DIAMETER*  PROBABLY  NEARER  13 

14 

15 

16 
•17 


BY  THIS -TIME*.  .THE _JET-S_  . RADAR.  HAD  LOCKED  ONT0__THE_  UFO  ANp_WAS 


AUTOMATICALLY  GUIOING  THE  PLANE  TOWARD  THE  OBJECT.  SUDDENLY  THE  RADAR  WAS 

.JAMMED  3 Y_ A-.STROnG_-LNTERE£RENCE  . US  J NG„ANT  I - JAM^PROCE.DURE.* THE JP 1 LOT 

SWITCHED  FREQUENCY*  FOR  TEN- SECONDS  THIS  ELIMINATED  THE  MYSTERIOUS 

« THEN  THEY  BEGAN  AGAIN*  BUT  THE  PULSATIONS  WERE  NOT 


STRONG  ENOUGH  TO  BREAK  THE  RADAR  LOCK-ON  AND  JET  HELD  TO  ITS  COURSE* 

' . THL  JET  CLOSED  TO  WITHIN  FIVE  NAUTICAL  MILES  OF  THE  OBJECT  J^NP_C.OUU3_i>IOT 
CLOSE  FURTHER*  WHEN  THE  PILOT  WAS  CLOSEST  TO  THE  UNIDENTIFIED  OBJECT*  IT 


16 

20 

21 


IT  HAD  THE  APPEARANCE  OF  BEING  C1RCULAR2 3 

24 

E UFO  SPEEDED  UP  SO  SWIFTLY  THAT  THE  JET-S  RADAR  COULD  NOT  25 


-APPEARED. _T_Q_  MAKE  A SHALLOW  t-EFT  TURN* 
ON  THE  BOTTOM* 

AFTER  THIS* 


GET  AN  accurate  READING* 

THE  O RJECT  WAS  MOVING  UP  AND  AW AY  FROM  1*500  TO  1*800  KNOTS* 


(1 *800  TO 


28 


2*160  MPH*)  . . f 

_l  MM E DIATELV  after  THE  PILOT  REPORTED  THE _UFO_AN D_ ^N DE O *_ H I S,_J ET  WAS.  TESTED29 

BY  ANOTHER  AIR  FORCE  PILOT*  ALL  EQUIPMENT,  INCLUDING  RADAR*  OPERATED  30 

CORRECTLY.  THE  AIRCRAFT  WAS  THEN  CHECKED  BY  GROUND  PERSONNEL*  AGAIN*  ALL  31 _ 


ITEMS  WERE  SATISFACTORY* 


L 


1 


UAISA 


IN  -T  FAR^'E AS^^^  l;AS  DEC 


PHENOHE 

4*“*^  J.,r'.rl 

KAGATtN 


UNIOEK 


v-’">A‘Eti:GiirK-t0;: 

ROUND  0&JECl;^ABPi 
- "Bt-iTHlS^TlBE 

automatically;  gu! 

RADAR  VASJ  JAHNED 


THE  jet:  TOWARD 


BUT  THEY.  OERE  NO^TRON 
HELD.-  ITB;’COURSE*'»J^^^~| 
‘ .•TKE.IJET  CLOSED;  TOf^M 


CWA19A) 


UA20A 


' ADR- SAUCER;. UA 
THE  MiCAP . SAtot 


MOVED  ’ UP  AM&?AUAy^A<i; 
2.100  MILES' AN;rK0UE«J 
THE  MAGAZINE' SAID 
JET'S  RADAR; AETEE-TK 

perfectly;; 


tANDCBl' 


JPLAN 


SK 

■»  1 1 t 

V 1* 

h J'  1 

^7^ 

^’MIYSIV'  M'l'Y  REMOV R 

i»v  imtr-timk  GKOWT 


RJEDWF  RJEFHa  RJEFYP 


TA  JAPAN  r\  '•trOTMt'^  C 

3E  command  ENT  AFB  COLO  3FRING:>  G 

PATTERSON  AFB  OHIO 

!eARCH  1 DEVELOPMENT  COMMAND  EAU*] 

'/FFIRD-A  S6£5  THE  FOLLOWING  INI 
'T  arPORT  FROM  THE  COMDR  43RD  AIR 
Se  JAPAN*  IS  FORWARDED  IN  ACCORDAl 

» TK>r_- 1 C **t!FOP " • 


A,  3HPER1CAL, 

y.i3uiu,,  3/8.S- 

VERY  LIGHT  TA 


N/A 

negative 


CKED  liF  AT  2fc  NAUTICAL  MILEI  ON 

TTCAL  MILEj*  STEADY  OVERTAKE*  6GC  TO  700  KNO 

nautical  miles  and  CLULD  not  close  FURTHER* 
Mill..  OBJEC^^^^  OBSERVING  AIRCRAFT  HEADING 

wSED^STTESnlN^SiSopr.  RAN5E  GAGE  AND  BLI 

RAPIDLY  TOWARDJ  TOP  OF  aCOPE.  AT  12  MILEa  AL 

OF  target  r-?'Mar 4 opj^c 

mrrr"iTS'tItrGAL  :1XLEo.  pilot  EjTi;1Aii,D 
lUAPPEARANCE,  AT  15te  TO  ISEB  KNOTo» 

•8  MINUTEi,  VI3UAL;  3-4  MlNUTEa. 

■ECTRONlC.  AIR-VI3UAL. 

« 

in^fiAT-T  O'iQ-  FT*  33 i-  DEGREiL  > T( 


UBCL 


FAGE  THREE  RJAPAD  I lb 


ii 


E.  day, 

p,  131  t0E*  AlHCAAFT  hO.X  iOw~ 

6,  A,  NEGATIVE* 

B,  AO  i}l 

iaUADRON,  ALERT  PILOT,  VERY  RELIABLE 

7.  A,  BROKEN  OVERCAiT,  CEILING  A,t0B  - 5,5eO  FEET,  THIN  SCATTERED 
ITRATUS  LAYER  l5,teB  FEET,  VI3IBIBILITY  UNLIMITED, 

E.  DURING  PERIOD  L62^2  - ^64CZ  17  DECEMBER  1S36, 

SURFACE  29C  - 3U  DEGREES  lA  - 22  KNOTS 

€,L0C  FEET  260  DEGREES  43  KNOTS 

10.000  FEET  290  DEGREES  3l  KN0')3 

16.000  FEET  2Se  DEGREES  9C  KNOTS 

20.00  0 FEET  2S0  DEGREES  SC  KNOTS 

25.0  00  FEET  27e  DEGREES  13  C KNOTS 

30.000  FEET  270  DEGREES  15t  KNOTS 

Bt,000  FEET  NEGATIVE  INFORMATION  NEGATIVE  INFORMATION 

C,  3,00  0 FEET, 

D,  10  M1L£3» 


INTERCEPTOR 


PAGE  FOUR  RJAPAD  llB 

E,  10/10, 

F,  NEGATIVE, 

8,  NEGATIVE 

S.  ATTEMPTED  INTERCEPTION, 

10,  WltNGMANflMHHMMHHiF,  AO  3C357C7,  1ST  LT,  A PPRO.UMATELY 

,.^0  cjokuct  , oa.  jxgrt  inj: 

^^AJDAR  ^ /u*t 

I'P,  22>;33S7>— rSI  LT,  68TH  FIGHTER  iNlE/lcErTOR  ^ 

SGUADRON,  INTELLIGENCE  OFFICER,  ATftraAirT  Iva<;  tfMnrn  r-ri  roMrzLnL 

1 INTAKE  ).^0R  THE_j:N.URE^fERIQII,£Ul^UE OE I^ftDSE R V £D« ON 
GBOUND  RADAR^^OFE^lNTERFERENCE  RESEMBLING  ECM  MA=:  E:<FERIENCED  BY 

FT^SBiERVING  PILOT  AND  WINGMAN,  OBSERVING  PILOT  EXPERIENCED 
RUNNING  down!  THE  GI2ZLE  BAND  APPROXIMATELY  1-1/2  INCHES 

E.^^T£I1J1£,.IHE.  JF I LOT  FUSHEH-THE.  ANIl-JAM  BUTTON,^ACJJ.V.IX.Y 
ARED  BUT  ihiTT^vrtiTHtr  was  PICKED 

UP  AT  THE  TIME  THE  OBJECT  DI3A FFEAHED^ftOM  THE  -COPE.  WINGMAN 
EXPERIENCED  MANY  Flt^OINTS  ON  THE  SPOPE  PRESENrAilON  DURING  THE 
^AME  PERIOD,  ALTHOUGH  THE  SUN  WA>^N  A POSITION  <10  O’CLOCK  HIGH) 
ro  reflect  OFF  THE  APRCRAFT,  tW^GLARE  WAS  EXPERIENCED  BY  THE  OBSER- 
VER, DUE  TO  THE  RAPID NSPEED^INVOLVEO  AND  VISUAL  AND  RADAR  CpNTACTS 


AO  22i3397>- 
ENCE  OFFICER 


PULSE 

APART 


PAGE  FIVE  RJAPAD  UB  UlMULnOOU  ILL/ 

OBJECT  1j  believed  TO  BE  A MATERIAL  OBJECT  OF  UNKNOWN  ORIGN  AND 
TYPE,  UNaUOTE.  FEAF  COMMENTS:  (1)  FIRST  UF03  REPORT  THIS  THEATER 
WHERE  BOTH  VISUAL  AND  RADAR  SIGHTING  MADE  SIMULTANEOUSLY,  (2) 
ISNIFiCANT  TO  NOTE  THAT  THU  XETORT  OF  AN  UNIDENTIFIED  FLYING  ' 
OBJECT  XAS  MADE  ON  THE  SAME  DATE  THAT  MOSCOW  ISSUED  A REPORT 
THAT  E-57  aircraft  HAD  BEEN  OBSERVED  OVER  VLADIVOSTOK  AREA,  (3) 
FEAF  ATILO  <gy^^.lNTERROG^^^ 
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DF^Stodnant  Nr*  1»  dated  20  Dao«  1^5* 


AFOIN-4 


SSIFIE 

to  AFOl; 


FILE  CLASS: 

OFFICIAL  FILE  COPY 


OFFICE  OF  RECORD 


Attempt  fegr  tee  raportlnd  offtoar  to  eocrolate  tela  ali^tiag  aad  tha 
VladlToatok  Ineldaat  la  not  eonaSdaxad  valid* 


la  vtaw  of  tea  piobablllty  teat  Uqa  DSAF  all!  uodoubtedljr  foUov  4p 
lAOldant*  jour  orltleal  railaa  ia  raquoatad* 


156-29475-1 


AFOIN-4X3 


AFOIN-4X4 


AfOXMA 


AF0IN-4A 


m 


AF0IN-4B 


AF0IN-4C 


AF01N-4D 


AFOlN-41 
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t€v<V 
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AF0IN-4F 


V 


- 

* \ 


OTHERS 


A-  12  Y£AKS. 

DIK 


PERM 

TEMP 

90  DAYS 

jym^ 

iRU  144  <RF,V  20  PSB  96> 


ROUTINC  AHD  COORDINATION  SHEET 


.WP-Q<a9  MAt  SS  MM 


F tL  E CL  ASS;  

OFFIOAL  FtLE  COPY 


OFFICE  OF  RECORD 


AFOIN-4 


AFOIN-4X2b 


AFOW 


A70IK 


0*T*  Gr*gory/lta/ 


AS*  with  axiatlag  pdiolcs  for  the  etudjr  aad  a&eiysle  of  OFO  re 
I the  ettaehed  off leial  UFO  report  eubalttad  by  the  Far  Seat  Air 
for  a poeaible  ej^la&atloa  frooi  the  eleetroalo  aod  related  elew^ 


tended  to  lafluo&M  your  particular  phaae  of  the  eraluation 
thia  offlse«  based  on  the  infozaation  glvea»  la  outlined 


bejUatN'^^  cbasl  derat  lent 


aircraft*  First  aircraft  reports  both  radar  and  visual  sighting 
lag  sea)  nade  no  eontaot*  visual  or  radar* 


Object  described  as  tea  la  color  aid  round  oa  top*  It  should  be  ee- 
eaersl  ccaainictloa  of  all  veathsr  bellocaj  (plbal»  ravln«  rabal, 
radioeonde)  are  of  rubberised  latex  azid  tan  la  color* 


be  gsncrsl  area  of  observation  (3V0O  N,  I31-OO  S)  Is  between  south 
slightly  east  of  the  Japanese  island  of  Tsushies* 


AF0IN-4C 


wind  direction  vaa  froe  the 


northwest  at  the  altitude 


Af  Weather  units  which  launch  both  scheduled  and  unscheduled  balloons 
i PosaDt  Chlnhaa  and  Taegu  in  Korea*  These  unite  are  located  northwest 
ihting*  A weather  unit  was  located  alna  t directly  under  the  location 


Experience  frea  nuawroua  balloon  casea  show  that  under  certain  con- 
the  top  portion  ot  a balloon  say  be  rlaible*  particularly  when  observed 
levels  as  in  this  Incident* 


-3*  ^ ibe  basia  of  the  abovs^  and  other  related  inforaation  supplied  the 

eaihpr  Qroup*  It  la  the  opinion  of  this  of  fleet  this  phase  of  the  eTsluatlon 

the  pilot  aw  fie  aeross  a regularly  launched  or  ’’runway”  balloon.  >/lth  regard  to 
stter»  the  origin  could  be  CosBunist  China* 


AFOIN-4F 


Refennee  Iten  2S  of  attached  report  stating  blip  oioved  rapidly  to 
i close  approach  of  the  aircraft.  Could  this  have  boon  caused  by  a 
or  appeared  to  rise  suddenly  when  the  aircraft  drew  very  close?  R 
Although  aircraft  was  under  CCZ  observation  at  all  tinea t the  UFO 
T the  eorouad  unit*  r 


temp 


OWNG 


■~I>KCLAiJTrfFi'  li-  ■ ' . • r':  K t-;  i 1 

form  14*  (REVi|5)^4^41  i/dWAO  routi3 


INITIAL 


h 

c. 

east  Korea  i 

I 


t 


Radar  and  Visual 


FROM:  AFOIR-UBI 


TO: 


DATE! ; Coma 

AFOIW-4Ela/V.  D.  BRYABT/Jc 

72131/Bldg  263-D/Ra  8 


1*  The  following  coBsaenta  are  made  with  reference  to  the  radar  portion  of 
UFO  sighting: 

a.  The  size  of  the  ^hllp"  on  the  scope  la  much  larger  than  a normal 
return  for  a single  target. 


and  the  QCI  station  should  also  have  had 


2.  It  la  extremely  difficult  to  discount  sightings  which  invdlve  both  visual 
and  radar  sightings.  In  this  case  the  existence  of  a pbyaleal  target  cannot  be 
positively  dlsproven^  although  the  discrepanclea  In  the  radar  portion  of  the  alghtlj 
Indicate  that  ^ least  the  radar  sighting  yt  ja  false  target.  If  this  Is  true,  the 
slgEHng  may  be  a case  of^as^clatlng  an  actual  visual  target,  with  a false  radar  ta 


3.  Altbou^  this  office  Is  not  In  a position  to  comment  on  the  subject.  It 
would  seem  that  unusual  weather  or  transmission  conditions  which  affect  radar  trans- 
missions mlsd^t  also  affect  visual  transmissions  therein  providing  freak  visual  observations 


GORDON  C.  BOFFHAN 
Colonel,  ITSAF 
AF0IN-4B1 


AT 

DOP  V)! 


FACTS  ABOUT  FLYING  SAUCERS  (UNIDENTIFIED  FLYING  OBJECTS) 

Pubfisfmf  by  thm  Nvtioiwt  fnv»sf/gaf/ort«  CommfffM  on  Amrtvl  Pfwnonwmi  — 


V o 1.1 . No , 2 


VVasliinglon.  D.C.  ,\u"usl-S«*pt«*mln*r.l 957 

JET  CHASE  OF  LARGE  CIRCULAR 
OBJECT  INVESTIGATED 

BY  FAR  EAST  AIR  FORCE 


For  dtght  inonths  the  Far  Host  Air  Force  has  been  in  possession  of  an  Intelligence  Report 
describing  the  jet  chose  oF  o stronge  round  ob[ect  larger  than  o B*29  bomber.  According 
to  this  report,  the  UFO  Decelerated  to  a spaed  of  about  2000  mites  per  hour  when  the  jet 
tried  to  close  in. 

Itttelligente  Repart  Details  Jteleosed  to  NICAP 

Full  details  of  the  chase  were  revealed  to  NICAP  on  August  2?  In  on  uncloisified 
section  of  the  Intelligence  Report.  This  is  the  First  detailed  report  of  o jet^UFO  chose 
released  anywhere  in  the  Air  Force  since  1953*  Whether  release  of  this  important  case 
Indicates  o change  in  Air  Force  policy  cr  is  an  isolated  incident,  is  yet  to  be  determined. 

Tlio  Air  Force  report  sent  to  NICAP  from  a Far  East  Air  Force  office  bears  the  foHow- 
ing  heading: 

AF  FORM  112 
FAR  EAST 

AIR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 

(U)  Unidentified  Flying  Object  Report 

FAR  EAST  Dl 

— February  1957  December  1956  &-2 

Captain  ■ ■ ond 

Coptain Debriefing 

APR  200-2 

*’On  December  1956**  the  Air  Force  report  begins,  *^two  USAF  jet  pilots  were 

procticlng  ground  rodof  positioned  intercepts  on  each  cither  in  the  vicinity  of  " 

During  one  run,  the  report  says,  the  Intercepting  pilot  picked  up  a strange  rador  blip 
from  on  unknown  object  in  the  sky*  From  the  size  of  the  blip— one-eighth  inch  high  ond 
three-eighths  of  on  inch  wide—the  UFO  wos  estimated  as  large  os  o B-29  four-engine 
bomber.  Radar  showed  it  to  be  20  miles  away  and  30  degrees  to  the  pilot's  left, 

''Pilot  called  the  GCI  site  to  osk  IF  they  had  a target  which  would  corresporKl  to  the 
unidentified  blip.  After  receiving  an  (Please  turn  to  Column  1,  Page  2) 


Air  Force  Jells  Congressman  it 
Hos  Given'^iKAP  "All  UFO 
Information" 


Despite  an  official  refusal  on  Jm^S 
to  release  UFO  cases  to  NICAP,  the  A; 
Force  now  publicly  insists  that  it  has  given 
NICAP  "oil  informotlon  in  the  hands  oL 
the  United  States  Air  Force," 

This  contradictory  statement,  s«nt  on 
St'prembef  12  to  Rep.  Peter  Frer^huysen, 
Jr.,  (R.,  N,  J.)  was  signedj^y  Ma[,  Gen. 
Joe  W*  Kelly,  USAF,  ^-Jfector  of  Legis'* 
lotive  Lioison* 

(See  olio  spe^J^  armouncement  on  new 
Air  Force  clgim.  Page  3.) 


On^eptember  11  the  some  Air  Force 
itoj^ent  was  sent  to  Vice  Admiral  John 
Hoskins,  U5N,  Ret,,  now  Director  of 
D^fa»if  I cation  Policy,  Department  of 
Defenses. Ad mtro I Hoskini  hod  nsked  th© 
Air  Force  foSfocts  on  NICAP  and  the  re- 
lease  oF  UFO  rejSbetj. 

The  identicoi  statetnent  sent  to  Admiral 
Hoskins  ertd  Rep.  Frelln^huj^n  follows; 

"The  Notional  lnvestlgat!om^'€ommittee 
on  Aerial  Phenomena  is  not  a governmentol 

(Conti'^tiiKl  on  Page  3) 


I • WMthar 


1«  In  the  analjsle  of  PlTobrpts  prior  to  1 JuX*  52  i^roxlAatel7  13> 
clAoolfied  ae  "poeelbJ^  or  pi^bchlor**  belloom  The  for  deol* 

•19D  was  gsDorallj  little  sore  thu  a fora  of  goeaeworkf  if  the  flyofarpt 
did  not  do  ajiTthlngf  and  anioh  leeway  was  ’ alloved  for  obeerror's  falllblllt; 
that  a balloon  eoold  not'  do  In  naneaTere^  apeedf  etc*i  and  if  the  deaorli^ 
lii-rz.  earraapondad  even  roughly  to  that  of  a balloon,  it  waa  ao  olaaslfied* 
If  there  vaa  oo  particular  raaaoo  to  believe  a balloon  was  In  the  areaf  th 
report  beoaae  a *pofeiblo*»  If  the  algbtl&g  occurred  near  a balloon  laanei 
: lite  or  on  br  about  tha  launch  tine,  it  becaae  a *probabla**  It  waa 

obvioua  that  an  effort  to  obtain  faetaal  data  to  support  aueh  oonoluslone 

^ J ^ — -*  ^ ^ - 'I  't'-  . r ! I''  ■'**  I.  »i'  ■ ' ^ ' i , - ■ ‘ , 

was  In  order*-'- ‘-54 


ATIAJU5  approached  the  prbblM  of  weather  balloons  first*  INTMther 
are  of  the  foUcnrlog.  types t ..  * i / ^ 


a*  ' Radioeoode  • Habberlse^jTtan ^jatea,  6*  in  dimeter  at  launch^  * 
•ip  to  £0*  at  altitude*  Carries  3 te’ana sitter  a^  telmel^eriag  devljOja  for 
tetperature  preesure,  dewpoint  sequences,  which  transsilttar  undsr  certain  ' 
conditions  would  give  radar  returns*  Also  carries  a white  running,  lighh. 
•tiring  night  liimehas, battery  operated,  which  should  last  for  duration  of 
flight..  Koraal  ascent  is  to  70,000*  « 100,000*,  at' 1 1,000  ft/sln,  at  whieh 
Altitude. the  balloon  burets  and  equlpient  reeovery  is  effected  by  a red 
parachute*  ...  a ' ‘ ‘ 


aloft  obeermtion 


e*  Rawlnaonda  - Sane,  a eonblnation  of  rswln  andl  radiosonde 


Sans  type  of  balloon,  tracked  by  theodolite  for 


aloft  obaerratlOQ 


balloon,  30*  in  d 
lab  CGBiparable  to 


e*  Plbal  - A rubberised 
d li.  or  5*  at  altitude*  B 
aloft  observation,.,  track# 


lease 
A ala 

night 


by  thaodoXite 


AH  types  of  balloons  are  launched  at  030OZ,  0900Z,  I50OZ  and  ZIOOZ 
daily*  However,  scat  stations  launch  one,  two,  three,  or  four  tines  ^dallyi 
others  launch  irregularly,  eone  launch  only  one  type,  and  others  several  or 
all*  In  addition,  tine  of  launch  may  vary  approsdnately  thirty  nlnutee  fron 
the  scheduled  tine,  either  way*  AH  agenolae  whieh  launch  balloons  are  quid 
to  adnlt  that  balloons  can  malfunction  and  that  many  are  lost*  In  addition, 
wind  eujTonts  at  altituda  can  cause  the  balloons  to  assume  odd  shapes  and 
ttr^nge  aansuvers*  The  balloons  under  certain  atmospheric  condltioas  can 
ippear  to  be  almost  any  color,  and  nay  be  vlsibla  even  at  ecrtreae  altitudes, 
particularly  at  sunrise  and  sunset,  to  sn  obeervtr  on  the  ground*  ^ ni-«-  - t-i 
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PAGE  2 

JET  CHASE  ftom  Pagm  t 

amwer  In  tfto  negative,  he  atked  for  ortd 
received  permission  to  determine  the 
nature  of  the  source  of  the  rodor  return*" 

As  he  heeded  toward  the  UFO,  the  jet's 
radar  showed  he  wot  closing  In  ot  a speed 
of  six  to  seven  hundred  knots*  (Approxi^ 
motely  720  to  840  miles  per  hour.) 

At  eight  miles  range  o round  ob[ect 
appeared  in  the  sky,  exactly  where  the 
radar  showed  )t.  To  show  up  os  more  than 
a speck  at  that  distance,  the  UFO  hod  to 
be  Fairly  large.  The  pilot  described  It  as 
“the  size  of  a lead  pencil  eraser  If  placed 
against  the  windscreen*  “ 

(NlCAPcomment:  From  figures  supplied 
by  North  American  Aviotion,  builders  of 
the  F-86-D  Sobrejet,  ond  the  GvM  Aero^ 
nautics  Adminiftrotion,  the  UFO  appears 
to  have  been  about  350  feet  indiometer.See 
detoiled  explanation  later  in  this  account.) 

By  this  time,  the  Air  Force  report  con- 
tinues, the  let's  rodor  was  in  "lock  on" 
position.  That  is,  it  had  locked  onto  the 
UFO  ond  woi  automotlcolly  guiding  the 
[et  toword  it* 

Jet's  Radar  it  Jommed 

As  the  plane  came  closer,  its  rodor  was 
suddenly  jommed  by  a strong  Interference* 

Using  anti-* [am  procedure,  the  pilot 
switched  frequency*  For  ten  seconds,  this 
eliminated  the  mysterious  Interference 
pulses,  then  they  began  again.  But  the 
pulsotlons  were  not  strong  enough  to  breok 
the  rodor  lock-*on,  and  the  jet  held  to 
Its  course. 

“The  jet  closed  to  within  five  noutlcol 
miles  of  the  object  and  could  not  ctrne 
further,"  the  Air  Force  report  states, 

"When  the  pilot  wos  closest  to  the  un- 
identified object.  It  appeared  to  make  o 
shallow  left  turn.  It  hod  the  oppeoronce 
of  being  circulor  on  the  bottom*" 

The  color  of  the  object  was  described  m 
Q golden  tan,  with  no  reflection  from  the 
sun.  After  the  UFO’s  slight  turn,  the 
pilot's  radar  Indicated  that  the  object 
was  "moving  up  and  away  at  from  T500 
to  1800  knots."  (Approximately  1800 to 
2160  mph)  The  Air  Force  report  adds  that 
this  was  an  estimate,  since  the  UFO's  rate 
of  departure  was  Faster  than  the  jet's  radar 
could  indicate*  The  blip,  it  said,  "dis- 
appeared by  moving  rapidly  off  the  top 
of  the  scope*" 

The  Air  Force  investigation  Indicates 
the  senousness  with  which  the  UFO  sight- 
ing was  regarded,  {mmediotely  after  the 
pilot  landed  and  made  his  report,  the  jet 
*wos  tested  by  another  AF  pitot. 

All  equipment,  including  the  radar, 
operated  correctly*  The  aircraft  then  was 
thoroughly  checked  by  ground  personnel; 
again,  all  systems  were  satisfactory, 
according  to  the  Intelligence  report. 


_> 


The  final  section  of  the  report  goes  o 
tong  woy  toward  dispelling  the  Idea  that 
the  Air  Force  octually  brushes  off  UFO 
sightings.  Entitled,  "Comments  of  the 
interrogotion  off  leers,"  this  section  follows: 

"Operotlon,  maintenance  ond  Intellig- 
ence personnel  of  the  — Squadron,  “• 
Wing  and  — Air  Division  were  of  great 
osslstonce  in  the  UFOB  investlgotion.  (Ed; 
Under  AFR  200-2  the  term  UFOB  Is  used 
Insteod  of  UFO*) 

"Written  stotementi  from  the  above 
organizations  verifying  Information  In  this 
report  are  on  file  In  the  Dl— Office, 

"The  observing  pilot,  Lt*  — hod  many 
flying  hours  os  of  the  time  of  the  Incident* 
Over  holf  hod  been  logged  In  this  type  of 
Jet.  He  appeared  to  be  conscientious  and 
reported  the  Incident  ino  straight  forward, 
slightly  embarrassed  manner,  soying  that 
he  would  doubt  the  poulbtllfy  of  such  an 
occurrence  If  It  hodn't  octually  hoppened 
to  him* 

"The  fact  that  no  unidentified  tracks 
were  observed  by  ground  rodar  should  rx>t 
be  given  much  weight  In  evaluating  this 

report*  Both  the  jet  oircraft  involved  re- 
quired IFF  In  order  that  the  controlling 
GCI  site  could  plot  them#"  (Ed*  IFF  is 
the  name  of  on  identification  code  trans- 
mitter system  developed  In  World  War  2 
called  "Identification,  Friend  or  Foe,” 
The  fact  thot  IFF  slgnols  were  required  for 
GCI  to  plot  the  jets  Indicates  that  the  Air 
Force  plones  did  not  show  up  rK>rmoIly  on 
ground  radar.) 

Computed  Size  of  UFO 

NICAP  Explanation;  At  the  moment 
when  the  pilot  mode  hts  relative  estimate 
of  the  UFO's  size,  using  the  pencil  eraser 
comparison,  the  object  was  dl  recti  / ohead 
at  the  jet's  oltltude* 

The  size  of  the  object  would  depend  on 
the  distance  from  the  pilot's  eyes  to  the 
windscreen,  dead  ahead*  According  to 
North  American  Aviation,  mokers  of  the 
F-86-0  Sabrejet,  this  distance  for  the 
Sobrejet  Is  2*27  feet,  and  the  average  for 
most  jets  is  not  much  over  2*50  feet. 

The  average  pencil  eraser  is  one-fourth 
of  an  inch  in  diameter.  According  to  fig- 
ures confirmed  by  the  Civil  Aeronautics 
Administration,  If  the  pitot's  eyes  were 
2,50  feet  from  the  windscreen  the  object 
was  352  feet  in  diameter.  At  three  feet  the 
diometer  would  be  293  feet*  Even  allow- 
ing for  an  appreciable  error  in  cstimoting 
the  object's  apparent  size,  it  seems  plain 
that  the  UFO  must  have  been  at  least  200 
feet  in  diameter,  and  probablymuch  larger. 

The  significance  of  this  Air  Force  report 
is  obvious.  It  IS  clear  thot  armed  forces 
pilots  ore  still  encountering  unexplained 
UFOs“SoIid,  round  shaped  objects  seenn 
ingly  under  intelligent  control— though 
to  dote  officials  still  say  there  1$  no  evid- 
ence of  the  UFOs'  existence*  • 
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THE  UEO 


NAVY  MISSILE  EXP 


UFO  INVESTIGATO 
IS  NEW  NkAP  ADVISER; 

i * . ? 

CcpHiTn  Roberl  G.  McLaughlin,  USN, 
Commander  of  the  Navol  Ordnance  Lab- 
oratory at  Corona^  California,  has  b*an 
appointed  a Special  Adv1i«r  to  NICAP, 
Coptain  McLou^lin  will  be  r*m«mber*d 
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